Location: 

Set in the heart of the South Downs National Park, West Sussex, UK, ‘Westerlands’ is close to the village of Graffham.  An opportunity exists to join this family business that now has a diversified mix of different operations.  
Cattle: Dexter beef  (70 head)
Sheep: NZ Romneys (100 ewes) 2 Rams
2 Livery yards (horses)

Campsite

Property rentals

Storage facilities

Events

Pheasant shoot

Deer Stalking

250 acres of lowland grazing with an additional 600 acres of woodland plus 120 acres of grass paddocks on top of the South Downs where a livestock unit is being developed:  There are two distinct parcels of land, therefore.  Going forward, we are looking at the merits of regenerative and/or organic farming with a view to increasing the biodiversity around us and restoring habitats over the ground we control.  We know this starts with soil health and supporting insect life.  Much more will then follow.  We are also about to embark on a hedge laying programme, too.
We have 2 water boreholes, one on the low ground, supplying residential properties, animal troughs and our campsite and one on top of the South Downs powered by solar panels that supplies all paddocks as well as the Graffham Down Trust, which manages a nature reserve, either side of the South Downs Way.  There are also 2 biomass boilers that run on own supplied or locally sourced wood chip.
The Role:  One person or a team of two / couple on a Full Time basis
We are seeking enthusiastic and skilled farm operators and knowledgeable livestock managers.
The successful candidate(s) will be naturally hard working with a positive outlook and able to manage all aspects of the herd and flock throughout the year.  Animal health and welfare is a priority.  We are currently Red Tractor accredited.  In addition to checking/feeding, the usual interventions are to be undertaken when necessary IE worming, vaccinations, fly cover, ear tagging, ram lamb ringing, sorting & transport etc Experience of lambing and calving both of which take place outdoors, is essential.  It is important to note that the numbers are fairly small.  We are farming extensively, to sell lamb and beef through local outlets and backed by the Westerlands brand.  

All necessary farm equipment and machinery is available for:

· Winter Livestock checking and feeding

· Spring paddock management as required, topping, harrowing, rolling etc
· Care and maintenance (of equipment/machinery/vehicles)
· Fencing and trough maintenance

· Haylage / silage bale movement and stacking

· Autumn hedge trimming
· Livery horse muck removal
The Applicant:
We are seeking positive, reliable and practical individuals with excellent communication skills, someone who naturally takes ownership and responsibility, is happy to work alone as well as part of a small team and where taking initiative is also key.  A commercial awareness is desirable as are problem-solving and practical skills.  A strong, confident character is welcome but integrity is important, too.  We are a community and so a collaborative work ethic is a must.  This opportunity would suit an energetic, motivated individual who has a ‘can do’ attitude.
A UK Driving licence is essential.  Candidates from agricultural college will be considered if looking to expand their knowledge and experience.
Tractor driving / trailer towing and JCB experience is necessary for the role.
The role is offered on a full time basis, with salary dependent on experience.
Please send CVs with a cover letter to Sarah who can be contacted on sarah@westerlands.com
